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Happening @ the House
Shelter from the Storm Ministries, Inc. News

SFTSM goes solar through a partnership with
Couillard Solar Foundation.
The Couillard Solar Foundation (CSF) strives to promote the expansion of
solar energy in the great state of Wisconsin. The foundation partners with
RENEW Wisconsin’s Solar for Good initiative and MREA’s Solar on Schools
program to award grant-funding and solar panels. Solar for Good fosters the
expansion of solar
power among
mission-based
nonprofits like
SFTSM. The
support of
renewable energy
projects ensures
Some of our panels
that when
Wisconsin goes
solar, we all benefit. The Couillard Solar
Foundation aims to spread the message that
solar energy is not only green environmentally,
it is financially as well.

The Couillard Family

Thank you
Badger Organics
for the donation
of fresh produce
each Tuesday
since JULY!!

“Renewable energy is the future. Together, we
can lead Wisconsin “Forward” by cultivating
energy independence using solar, encouraging
continued on page 2
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TRANSPORTATION

COLLABORATION

TEACHING DRIVERS

We are finding
transportation is an ongoing
need at the shelter and are
praying that God will provide
us with a 12-14 passenger
vehicle this year.

We have applied for emergency
grant funding for covid relief
from the County and State to
help the greater Sun Prairie area
agencies and individuals in
homelessness prevention rent
funds.

We have two teens in the
house who just got their
driver’s permits and we are
looking for anyone willing to
help with time behind the
wheel.
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Thank you to the
River Food Pantry
for helping our
families with food
security and
helping us continue
to provide for them
when they run low.

job security for Wisconsinites with solar energy jobs, and by
slowing the detrimental impacts of burning fossil fuels.” said
Elise Couillard, a Couillard Solar Foundation board member.
The panels will produce approximately 16,700 kWh of power
annually, meaning almost half (43%) of SFTSM energy
consumption will be produced by the solar panel system. The
savings in the first year could be over $2,000, and plus these
systems come with 12-25 year warranties which usually prove
to be efficient and require little to no maintenance.
Install crew at work!

“We decided to go solar to reduce our energy bills and to focus
more of our resources on programming,” said Tami Fleming,
Executive Director. The bifacial solar panels and the system installation by All Sky
Energy LLC was entirely FREE to SFTSM. "We're really excited about the project, not
only for the environment and the conservation aspect but ultimately, the financial
savings are really impressive, too," Tami said.
https://www.couillardsolarfoundation.org/.
https://www.allskyenergy.com/

https://www.renewwisconsin.org/.

We are rolling out a new and exciting way for SFTSM to
raise funds and help businesses at the same time Bucky
Books For Bucks! Due to COVID19, many of our
fundraising events have been affected. As a safe and new
approach to regain some lost funds, we are partnering with the Bucky Book, who, for 28
years, has helped hundreds of organizations raise money for their causes.
Did you know The Bucky Book has…
* Raised $3,700,000 for 100s of local groups
* Contributed $575,000 to UW Scholarships
* Donated $250,000 to schools to save programs
Your participation in this online, no-contact campaign can help us continue our excellent
work while keeping everyone safe. There are no shipping or handling fees either!

Bucky Book for Bucks!!!

Please consider purchasing a NEW Bucky Book 29 for only $35 on our behalf and SFTSM will receive $12 dollars
per book purchase. Online sales end on January 30, 2021. Please allow a few weeks for the delivery of your Bucky
Book 29 due to recent USPS delays. Click on this safe and secure link to make your purchase.
https://www.buckybook.com/shelter-storm-ministries
The following are some reasons/benefits to participate:
*You will be helping your local business owners and Shelter From the Storm Ministries at the same time.
Just using a couple of coupons can easily save you the $35 price, then it will cost you nothing to support
our cause!
* Books are valid thru September 2021, so there is plenty of time to use the coupons that interest you (12+
months).
* Hundreds of 50% OFF coupons you can use right now from golf, groceries, pizza, fast food, coffee shops,
oil changes, car washes, pet food, home services, even many entertainment venues, and restaurants who are
eager to see you.
Thank you in advance for your support! Your participation will make a BIG difference for our organization in getting
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through this difficult time.

From the Director….
I had the privilege of doing street outreach to remote homeless campers all
over the city this past week. The campsites are actually sanctioned and were
set up by city engineering and have port-a-potties, hand washing sinks and
garbage cans. Five teams from different agencies and organizations with
health professionals, mental health professionals, case workers and other
volunteers go out weekly to these sites and bring food and medical
and hygiene supplies to the people staying there in tents or cars.
Karen Andro, First United Methodist Church
There is so much that happens on different levels while doing this
doing campsite outreach in Madison last week
work.
We GET to show mercy and love to people who are often discarded and
treated like they are disposable. God’s people, our brothers and sisters in
Christ…. We also are working for some justice and equity by feeding people
and trying to connect them with services and housing.
Bryan Stevenson (a death row lawyer) was quoted as saying “the opposite of
poverty is not wealth, it’s justice”. As we walk down some of the winding
trails in the middle of city green space that you would never know was an
urban area, it’s very peaceful. You can breathe deep and connect in a quiet
and humble way with another person who is suffering, and perhaps ease
their burden for a moment… let them know they are not alone, that people
care, that God has not abandoned them and that this situation is only temporary.

Street outreach on State St.

One of my fellow out-reachers had a tattoo on his forearm
that encapsulated the intent and feeling that I have when I
get to do this type of outreach. Michah 6:8. “Do Justice,
Love Mercy and Walk Humbly with thy God.” It is a
rare and precious opportunity to do something tangible for
another person who truly needs it. To hug a person who feels
lost, feed a person who is hungry, give your coat to a person
who is cold… it is an opportunity to be the hands and feet of
Jesus, in a very beautiful, quiet and unassuming way.
People have asked me many questions about this work over
the years. Their questions tell me more about their own
Jumping a family’s vehicle so they could warm their
perceptions than they probably realize. It’s still surprising
“home” Wednesday.
to me when people who are experiencing homelessness are
seen as anything other than fellow human beings who are
suffering. That’s all I feel we need to know. As long as we proceed in a very thoughtful and practical way, we
can only lighten their load or .
I get to walk with God while I do this outreach. I know He is with me, He makes sure I notice people and things
about them so I may better serve them. He loves all of His children and if He can use any of us to help a brother
or sister out in a dark and frightening time in their lives, we should count ourselves lucky to do it. I certainly
do.

Tami Fleming
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Back-to-School
As you know, kids are back to school virtually. SFTSM has eleven kids in
grades 1-12. A big shout out to Rock a Bye Day Care for providing child care for
our working moms, while helping the children do their online school work. We have checked in
with a few of our former families and they are working to master all the logins, links, learning sites
and more.
We also have a few of our moms involved with on-line learning too.
Please pray with us: Heavenly Father, we pray for our children and moms now doing virtual
learning due to Covid-19. We ask that you give them patience and understanding, as well as meet
their technical needs. Please provide their teachers with wisdom in helping them learn and health
and safety for children, caregivers, parents and staff through this pandemic.

CHRISTIAN
BROTHERS
AUTOMOTIVE in Sun
Prairie has generously adopted the single moms
with kids at Shelter From The Storm Ministries.
Owners Jeff & Pam Van Sant (front left) with
Ryan (front), and Steve, Scott, Cory, Thor and
Jeff M (back) have donated countless hours of
their time and resources to restore donated cars
to make them safe for families at the shelter.

Fifteen moms and forty-one kids now have safe
transportation! From the complimentary inspections
Owners & Staff at Christian Brothers Automotive
and oil changes to repairs of all types (including taking
a door apart to retrieve a lost debit card), this awesome
team at Christian Brothers truly are guardian angels for the residents at the shelter.
We can't say thank you enough!!
https://www.cbac.com/sun-prairie/
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Wisconsin Finishing Contractors Association Golf Outing
Benefits Shelter From The Storm Ministries
WFCA held its Annual Golf Outing in September at the Oaks Golf Course.
Proceeds to benefit Shelter From The Storm. Special thanks go out to the
organizers Ryan Fuhrmann of Klein-Dickert Paint Company and Greg Wolf of
Schmelzer Paint Company. “It was a great outing and can’t wait to grow even
more next year!” said Ryan.
Sunny and 70 degrees, it was a golfer’s dream day. Even though they had to
scale back the events of the day to keep the golfers safe amid COVID-19, it
was a successful event. Tami Fleming, Executive Director, Rick Martin, and
Jane Nehmer, Board Members, were on hand to help with registration and talk about all the good
things happening at SFTSM.
Thank you to the Oaks Golf course staff for coordinating the foursomes, box lunches, and hospitality at
the end of the day.
Thank you to WFCA for the generous donation of $7,000. Ryan Fuhrmann and Greg Wolf presented
the check to Tami Fleming and were given a tour of the shelter. Thank you to the golfers who added
an additional $425 to the WFCA donation.

Ways you can contact us at Shelter from the Storm Ministries, Inc.:

@shelterfromthestormministries.com

sftsm_sp

SFTSMinistriesInc

608-478-4465

Shelter from the Storm Ministries, Inc.
PO Box 152
Sun Prairie, WI 53590
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