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What’s Happening @ the House?
Shelter From The Storm Ministries’ Newsletter - Keeping you informed and sharing our growing ministry news.

What a year it has been!
Thanks to our supporters, staff, board members and volunteer groups
Shelter From The Storm Ministries, Inc. has weathered the storm that has
been 2020, and continues to bless families in crisis!
The thing that many don’t know about SFTSM, is that we bring in families who are
living in their vehicles, sleeping in bus stops, shelters, on the actual sidewalk
downtown, and often doubled and tripled up in an apartment (at great risk to the
host family’s tenancy). There have been families who fled
unsafe situations, who have been robbed, abandoned, who
literally have no one in the world they can turn to for help
with their situation, and the things that led them to become
homeless. That is where we come in.
So far this year SFTSM didn’t just give 67 children and
mothers a place to stay, it gave them the opportunity to go
back and finish their schooling- several High School
Mother & Son sleeping
Diplomas and an Associates Degree, it helped several
outside
women and teens get their drivers license or open a bank
account for the first time, learned to budget, paid off debt,
learned a new trade, obtained a certification for an in-demand good paying career
job (with benefits and future growth options), and their children are getting the help
they need to become successful in school- we even have one young lady who is
on track for a full scholarship at UW-Madison when she graduates. 96% of our
families move out into independent housing. These families persisted, even with
the shutdown, and so many barriers to keep them from meeting their goals, they
kept on going and are in a much better place

Continued p. 3

1

2

3

PRAYER REQUEST:

SAVE THE DATE!

Pray for continued
protection from
Coronavirus at the shelter
& for God to continue to
meet our financial needs!

Our HEARTS for the
HOMELESS BIG EVENT will
be different and LOTS of
FUN!

AGAIN, THANK YOU
GOOD GUYS GROUP!

For volunteering to
winterize our property!
You guys are GREAT!

FEBRARY 14, 2021
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Scriptures of the
month from Pastor
Tonia Strode2 Corinthians 9:8
“And God will
generously provide
all you need.”

Ephesians 3:20
“Now to Him who is
able to do
immeasurably more
than we ask or
imagine, according
to His power that is
at work within us.”
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PASTOR STEVE VERA- WE MISS YOU!!!
SFTSM was blessed to have the contributions and friendship of
Pastor Steve Vera, formerly of Bethlehem Lutheran Church in
Sun Prairie, as a board member from early 2018 through July
of 2020. Pastor Steve joined our board after the staff of
Bethlehem Church visited the shelter when they were
interested in donating to help our families. He thought it was
necessary to do his due diligence and make sure the money
would be used responsibly and for a good cause. After asking
many direct questions about the ministry, he said he knew
SFTSM was something the church wanted to be involved in
and to this day we are grateful for their continued support.
We were fortunate that Pastor Steve wanted to help. He knew
that the church did a good job of being a welcoming connection to God on Sunday, but also wanted to help and
touch the community in additional ways outside of Sunday service. Finding ways to meet with people where
they are at, who might not want to go to church, and supporting those people in need outside of the church is
important to him as well.
“We were so grateful to have a pastor on our board” said Cynthia Whiteaker, President of the Board of
SFTSM. “Pastor Steve was an anchor in our meetings, a calming presence, and always the voice of reason as
we faced challenges and hard decisions in the ministry. His prayers were always right on the money, and his
experience in the church and as a dedicated father and husband were invaluable to our organization.”
Pastor Steve is very humble and often downplayed his role as a board member. But he contributed in many
ways through leadership, prayer, and bringing in his circle of influence. He connected SFTSM with Gynel Orr,
a former volunteer and now our Opportunity Coach, and Susan Rees, an expert in helping non-profits who
volunteered her time to help our mission. He also introduced us to volunteers who helped to clean and set up
client rooms. “Oftentimes you may think that you don’t have a lot to bring to the table, but you do. We all have
a lot more to offer than we sometimes think we do” said Cynthia Whiteaker.
Pastor Steve and his family moved back to New Jersey, where he was born and raised in Vernon, New Jersey.
He is now the head Pastor of King of Kings Lutheran Church and Preschool in Mountain Lakes New Jersey
where he is closer to his parents and extended family. And although he definitely left an empty seat at our
board meeting table, we are happy for him to be closer to his family and for the start of his new adventures.
Thank you from the bottom of our hearts Pastor Steve!

Watch for our SFTSM Year End Giving and Giving Tuesday Match the Match
Envelope in the Sun Prairie Star Citywide Newspaper December 8th!

Tuesday, December 1, 2020
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SFTSM has learned that we received $4,000
from the Green Bay Packers Foundation for
its 2020 grant cycle. Each year the awards
are targeted toward specific areas of need
and this year the focus was on organizations
that will direct the funds toward the need
areas of elderly, homelessness, human
services and hunger. The foundation grants
are awarded based on the fact that we must
use the money for the specific program and
initiative for what we applied.
"We’re proud to award
$1 million through our annual Packers Foundation grants this year, a year in
which many nonprofits are seeing a greater need in their communities due to the
pandemic,” Packers President/CEO Mark Murphy. “So many people from the
recipient organizations are on the front lines, and we are inspired by them and
honored to help as they continue to serve those in need every day.”
We plan to use the funding from this grant for the SFTSM Opportunity Coach
Program, which includes paying for class fees and materials for our clients in
addition to a loaned computer laptop for continuing their education classes. At
home learning is at an all-time high with COVID-19 restrictions and being able to
provide a laptop is a critical component of virtual learning. A portion of the grant
money allocated will be used for program expenses specifically related to the
coaching and support provided by our Opportunity Coach Gynel Orr.

Mark Murphy, Packers CEO

Did you know??? 127 women and children have stayed at SFTSM as of the end
of October for a total of

25,273 bed nights

Continued from p.1 … to start again, and get it right. To learn the skills needed to avoid ever being so vulnerable and
alone again. These families are resilient, and they are surrounded by people here at the shelter who believe in them, who
assist and encourage them, who pray for them and with them and it’s surprising how many women say- “no one ever
said anything like that to me before!” Gynel, Tonia and Sarah… and our volunteers like Sandy, Melissa and even past
residents who assist working moms with childcare, create a lasting support team around them that continues even after
they move out. That is why our success rate is what it is. We don’t do the work for people, but we show them what they
can do, how they can get where they want to go, and we help them problem solve to remove barriers to their success. I
am very blessed each time I get to watch these families blossom and grow. Thank you for your support! You made these
transformations possible!

Save the Date Our Hearts for the Homeless Big
Event will be different and Lots of Fun! 14 Days of
Love Virtual Auction Ending February 14th, 2021
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Great News: SFTSM End of The
Year Giving Campaign-Match the
Match
Giving Tuesday Dec. 1, 2020
The end of the year will a be busy time for all of us
and this Thanksgiving and Christmas seems
different as we look back on the year; however, like
you, we push forward. The coronavirus pandemic
and stay at home order has created a lot of
uncertainty. Where can you turn for help? We can
provide, support, and Keep the Fire Going for the
women and kids in the shelter because of our
donors' generosity.
As you know, since 2017, homeless, female-led
households have turned to Shelter From The
Storm Ministries for shelter, support and hope.
Located in Sun Prairie, we provide a “hand up,” not
a “hand out” by working with our clients to create a
path to independence through mentoring,
education, and support programs. With the pandemic creating even more homeless families, the need has
never been greater.
We know from experience that providing our vulnerable clients with food, shelter, and other “things” will not get
to the root of their problems. That’s why we’ve created a ministry for people experiencing homelessness, which
allows Jesus into the lives of our clients; they can heal from the inside out. We believe that true healing only
comes when we allow Jesus to heal our hearts. Our beliefs are never forced on our clients.
As we transition into 2021, will you consider giving a gift? We continue to have a full shelter with a waiting list
for families who need help. Thank you for supporting Shelter From The Storm Ministries with a one-time gift
or become a Faith Builder, a monthly donor or make any donation.
You can send your check or cash donation to:
You Can Help A Family in Need – Donate Nov. 15, 2020 - Dec. 31, 2020
Shelter From The Storm Ministries
P.O. Box 152 Sun Prairie, WI 53590
For credit card and ACH donations, please visit https://sftsm.org/
donate
Thank You!
@shelterfromthestormministries.com
Dave and Geraldine Onsager
SFTSM Community Awareness Coordinators
sftsm_sp
Onsagers@sftsm.org
SFTSMinistriesInc

Hearts for the Homeless Take
Out Meals will be available on
Valentines Day- watch for
more details coming soon!
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608-478-4465
Shelter from the Storm Ministries, Inc.
PO Box 152
Sun Prairie, WI 53590

