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Happening @ the House
Shelter from the Storm Ministries, Inc. News

Match the Match is on- Donate by December 31st
The fire has been ignited...
We need your added match to make it a bonfire.
The fire of compassion for homeless children
and their single moms has been ignited in the
hearts of a few generous donors who have
offered $65,000 as a match for our end of the
year Match the Match fundraising campaign.
That means your donation provided now will
be matched dollar for dollar by these donors
up to $65,000. In the last few weeks, we
have had victory after victory; families gaining jobs and stable housing
so they can move out on their own, a new baby born into the SFTSM
family, mom’s completing training programs, mom’s passing their high
school equivalency course, kids overcoming barriers to get back into
school and learn to live together in a safe environment. Over the last
4 years our team has helped over 100 children and 49 families step up
and out of homelessness. It is an exciting time to be part of what God
is doing here and we look forward to you joining with us by adding
your match to the fire! https://sftsm.org/donate
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SHOVELING HELP?

DESK VOLUNTEERS

CHILD CARE

Anyone interested in/able to
volunteer to help us keep our
walkways to and from the
parking lot to the doors in front
and back clean this winter? We
have the snowblower and salt,
just need the muscle! Call Tami
at (314) 265-7756

We are ready for our
volunteers to come back, are
you??? Please call Tonia at
the number below to see
how you can help SFTSM do
what we do!

We are looking for a few
people to be on call to watch a
child or a few children here and
there while moms have
appointments, classes online or
new/overtired mommies need
a little rest. Interested? Go to
www.sftsm.org to register.

(314) 265-7756

(314) 265-7756
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Congratulations
DENA!!
Dena is one of our
Shelter From The
Storm Ministries
Board members
and faithful
volunteers. She
was honored with
the Financial
Literacy Banker
Award. She was
also honored with
the Certificate of
Excellence for
exceeding twenty
financial
education
presentations. We
are very thankful
for and proud of
Dena!

Meet Michelle Hanley, our new
Board Vice President!
Michelle Hanley is our Board Vice President and was
formerly our Finance Manager and Chairperson for
the Hearts for the Homeless event. She lives in Sun
Prairie with her husband Nick and they own and
operate A+ Storage.

I joined SFTSM when I learned that over 70 children were registered as homeless in the Sun Prairie Area
School District back in 2015. I couldn’t believe my hometown could have that big of a need and I was
moved to do something about it. Honestly, I never thought I would become a Board Member or be anything
but an occasional volunteer pitching in to help families in need. I realized early on that through my work
experience in telecommunications, I had a lot of skill sets to offer the organization. I love how God sets
things up in that way, preparing us through our life experiences for the work that matters most.
I had been a volunteer at DAIS (Domestic Abuse Intervention Services) in Madison which is an awesome
organization that helps people who have suffered from domestic violence. I have always wanted to help
people who might not have the social and family support that I was blessed to have when I went through a
relationship that became abusive. After attending a Bible Study and meeting a homeless mom with two
children, I wrote in my journal that I wanted to be able to offer housing because I couldn’t stand the thought
of two little kids and their mom with no place to go. The seed planted in that bible study grew into action for
me after hearing Angela Ackley give a presentation about SFTSM at Heartland Church.
I must admit that I was a completely different person when I began volunteering with SFTSM by joining the
Gala for Shelter Committee (now Hearts for the Homeless). I was instantly surrounded by a group of people
who deeply cared for other people and who have become family to me. I have been given grace when I
didn’t always deserve it, and I continue to be supported and loved through the friendships and relationships
that have become an important part of my life. Isn’t it interesting that in my stepping out to help others, I
have been the one to be helped and blessed?
Volunteering in the non-profit world isn’t always easy. We have been through many challenges and
situations while building the shelter and now helping our moms and kids. But I am always learning and
growing and enjoy doing God’s work in helping others the way He calls us to. I really believe that we offer
something unique to our clients which is why our ministry is so important to me. While giving our families a
safe place to live and offering prayer and trauma counseling, while all the while believing in and supporting
them, we also give them the tools to get better jobs, increase their credit scores, and eventually move out
into permanent housing. SFTSM focuses on breaking the cycle of homelessness and helps generations to
come. I am grateful and humble that God allows me to be a small part of their healing.
I have seen many family members, friends and community members support SFTSM in many
ways. Thank you for helping and investing your time, money and talents in our community and for
being part of the SFTSM family! With love - Michelle Hanley
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Giving Tuesday is November 30, 2021
Giving Tuesday is a global generosity movement, unleashing the power of people and
organizations to transform their communities and the world. This year your Giving
Tuesday donations will be matched dollar for dollar. Help us continue to provide much
needed help to our families and the community by donating to SFTSM on Giving
Tuesday, November 30, 2021.

As of October 31st, Shelter from the Storm Ministries, Inc.
Transitional Shelter has provided 161 Women and children
with shelter for 37,613 bed nights.
Coaching the Community Employment Assistance Program has
assisted 45 households from the Greater Sun Prairie Area. This assistance has all been
employment related. We help people obtain and retain stable, sustainable
employment through our CBDG Grant.

A long-time supporter of SFTSM, Cindy Taylor, was chased down by a
generous giver of scarves at Pick ‘n Save in McFarland.
Cindy, who now
Ways you can contact us at Shelter
works at Metro
from the Storm Ministries Inc.:
Market in Sun
Prairie, met a
@shelterfromthestormministries.com
woman who loves to
make scarves and
donate to people in
sftsm_sp
need.
Although she wishes
to remain
anonymous, we
thank her for the
beautiful scarves she donated in all colors
and sizes. Cindy was nice enough to bring
them to the shelter and model one in the
picture above.
Thanks Cindy!
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SFTSMinistriesInc

608-478-4465

Shelter from the Storm Ministries, Inc.
PO Box 152
Sun Prairie, WI 53590

PARTNER
HIGHLIGHTS

Felicia's Donation Closet is raising money to buy a moving truck. Have a great
night out while you support our partner Non-Profit that helps our families
move into permanent housing and furnish their first apartment after shelter:

BIG HUGE Thanks
to Ron Riechers from
HANDY APPLIANCE
in Sun Prairie for the
donation of a
washing machine
after ours was broken
beyond repair!!

Pastor Tonia’s
Scripture of the Month

I Thesselonians
5:19 “Do not
extinguish the
Spirit.”

Check out these unique harvest
treats for our families courtesy of
Sun Prairie United Methodist
Church. This special delivery was
made by the sweet Earlene...
thank you for thinking of our
families...God bless you
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