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What’s Happening @
the House?
SFTSM Continues to Increase Reach
into Communities
Households Served
Individuals Served
Additional Sun Prairie households served by SFTSM Case Mgmt.
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In the past two years, we have
exponentially increased the
number of households served
on-site ( Blue and Green
columns) and added outside
community households assisted
through housing outreach
through the Sunshine Place last
year.

This year we anticipate those
numbers will increase even
more with the launch of our
2017
2018
2019
2020
Opportunity Coach Employment- focused case
management to the Sun Prairie Area Community. The Community Block Grant
from Dane County will allow us to help Dane County residents (outside of
Madison). Those residents at 80% of the median income or lower with case
management, job training, and employment barrier removal (i.e. car repairs,
certificate classes, job training, HSED, childcare gaps, and more). This program
will launch community-wide in June of this year and will be held outside of the
shelter in an accessible location.(still pending). Look for more about this new
community program as June approaches!

HUGE Thanks to our
Volunteers who are painting
and cleaning our recently
vacated resident rooms!
With COVID-19 lockdowns
those rooms got higher than
normal use this past year!

2
VOLUNTEERS
Reminder, our
COVID-19 Vaccine
Clinic is here Thursday,
April 22

SFTSM does NOT require
it’s residents, volunteers or
staff to get the COVID-19
vaccine. It is a decision
each individual must make
for themselves.

This is a picture of
little Miss Kendall.
Daughter of
Genevieve Terry. She
raised and donated
31 boxes of girl scout
cookies to the
Shelter on
Wednesday, April 14

Pastor Tonia
Strode is
celebrating her 2nd
anniversary here at
SFTSM this month.
Thank you Pastor
Tonia for your
service, we are so
fortunate that God
sent you here!
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Did you Know????
Since opening our shelter’s doors in June of 2017, we have provided
Sun Prairie area families with 29,643 bed nights.
What is a “bed night”? It = the number of women and children safe and warm in a bed under
our roof, multiplied by the number of nights each person slept here.

MEET RITA TUBBS- OUR NEW BOARD MEMBER
By Cynthia Whitaker, SFTSM Board President
Welcome to our newest Board member Rita Tubbs! Rita toured our shelter in
February 2020 with her daughter Julie and, after that tour, decided she
wanted to partner with what we were doing in our community. Family is the
most important thing in Rita’s life. Two years ago this April 14th, Rita’s
husband Tom passed away. Tom worked with the Bank of Sun Prairie for 61
years and was a great leader in our community. While together, Tom and
Rita had 7 children, 18 grandchildren and 10 great-grandchildren so she is
incredibly blessed and surrounded by family.

Rita and her late husband, Tom

Rita’s oldest son was killed in a car accident when he was 26 years old, which
was a life-changing experience for Rita. As a result of his death, Rita started
to give of herself to others and felt the way to healing was to help others
heal. As a result of her giving, Rita has a long list of serving. Rita served on
St Mary’s Foundation Board for 9 years, St Mary’s Auxiliary Board
for 20+ years and still serving, part of the Madison Catholic Women’s
club for 15 years and was a
founding Board member for
the Sun Prairie Education
Foundation.
In 2006 Rita received the
Book of Golden Deeds Award
from the SP Exchange Club
and in 2009 received the
Christian Achievement Award
from Catholic Charities.
Blessings to you Rita, we are
thankful to have you on our
team!

Rita, Featured in Momentum
Magazine Fall, 2019
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Click on an image below for resource information

HOW YOU CAN HELP WHEN YOU SEE A PERSON IN NEED

Click "refresh" button if icons do not all load when page opens

In 2017 an online resource guide website published for Dane County Poverty and homeless
resources that our Director, Tami maintains: www.madcityhomelessresourceguide.com
Whether you are on a care team for your church, or if you run into people that are panhandling
or asking for help, you have a way to assist them in the palm of your hand? Log into the website
address listed above. It is smart-phone friendly and lists over 70 resources by icons on possible
needs
such
as (Food pantries/hours, Free Clothing, Haircuts, AA or NA Meetings, Shelter, Legal
Reach More People
With This
Post
Promote your Page by boosting this post
Aid, Housing Help…) or by the demographic of the person you are helping (family, pregnant
so more people can see it: "Motors For
Moms: Tha..."
woman, Teen, Veteran, Senior Citizen, etc.)
REFUGEESIMMIGRATION

If you cannot find a resource here, please try United Way by calling 211
Updated 3/29/2021

This Madison Homeless Resource Guide was compiled by Tami Fleming and done in cooperation with many Homeless Service Consortium
Agencies and Advocates. It is intended to help any and all first responders find the information they may need to assist a homeless individual or
family immediately from a smart phone or computer. If you would like to add or change information included in this resource guide, please email: tamorafleming@gmail.com Thank you!

The way it works, is that you click on “Resources” at the bottom of the first page and then it will
Boost Post
page
shown here. Click on the icon you want. If there are steps to getting help, they will
be
listed as 1, 2, 3. If2 there
are multiple services -the free one or the easiest to access one will be listed first, then
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work your way down the list. They get updated as services change, so they are generally up to date and get over
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1,700 hits a week from Police, Street Outreach, Social Service Agencies and the general public.
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If the organizations you serve would like to be included in this resource, please contact Tami as the website
Comment as Shelter From The …
directs. Thank you!
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Shelter From The Storm Ministries
Published by Geraldine Simmons-Onsager
· April 12 at 8:28 AM ·
Former SFTSM resident, Launa is paying it forward!!
Launa is a single mom with a toddler daughter, and
they are doing great! While living at the shelter,
Launa completed her Web Development/Design
training at the YWeb Career Academy in Madison.
During this time, she took classes at Madison Area
Technical College for an Associates's Degree in
Human Services. Launa was hired as an Operations
Manager/Campus Liason in Milwaukee when she left
SFTSM. Since then, Launa was selected for an
internship in the Public Allies Class of 2020-2021.
She is currently working with Outreach Community
Health Centers in Milwaukee, doing community
outreach (similar to Friends of State Street) and case
management (connecting clients with housing and
other resources). Launa is motivated and determined
to make a difference!! YAY LAUNA!! SFTSM is very
proud of Launa, and we are grateful to our donors
and supporters for helping us make a difference in
the lives of women and children. Thank you.
www.sftsm.org
#sucess #greatachievement #newbeginnings
#endhomelessness

SFTSM Faith
Builder – Planned
Giving
Rebuilding Lives Rebuilding Futures
When you think about the
Shelter's successes (see
Launa, column left), you
can't help but know our
donor's contributions make
it possible. Your donations empower SFTSM Board and Staff to
propel our mission forward. SFTSM is launching a new planned
giving campaign that allows donors committed to investing every
month in the women and children from Shelter From The Storm
Ministries to carry the vision and mission into the future, which will
effect generations to come. You can make a difference for as little as
$10, $20, $30, $50 per month. You determine what you or your family
can afford to give.
If you would like to participate in Faith Builder’s Planned Giving,
simply go to www.sftsm.org/donate, for credit card choose monthly
and use the drop-down menu and select Faith Builder. For ACH
donors, select an amount and then check recurring monthly
contribution, it’s just that easy. On behalf of Launa, and the SFTSM
Board and Staff, Thank you for supporting our mission on an ongoing
basis and, you will receive a certificate of appreciation in the mail.
We thank all of our One Family donors for your commitment and
faithfulness over the years.

l

Any questions, please contact Jane Nehmer SFTSM Finance
Manager at jane.nehmer.sftsm@gmail.com.
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however,
like
seems
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up,
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u, we push forward. The coronavirus pandemic
d stay at home order has
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As a person who has been a volunteer and worked alongside a lot of volunteers in the past 10 years with
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turn
for help?
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and they left after the first night and went back to a life that is much less
stable.
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happens
once
in
a
great
while. Even though our staff (Case Manager, House Manager and
omen and kids in the shelter because of our
Opportunity Coach) all meet with the mom beforehand to talk to her about the program and how we work,
nors' generosity.

what the rules are and pour a lot of support and time into each person here, they just aren’t ready for change.
It’s heartbreaking, just as it is when a person we have been working with falls off the wagon and cannot stay sober, or loses their job,
youorknow,
since 2017,
homeless,
quits school…
It feels like
a failure onfemale-led
our part often times. But the truth is, even after meeting with a person several times and
useholds
havethem
turned
to Shelter
The
after bringing
into one
of the mostFrom
beautiful
shelters I have ever seen, some people can’t do it…YET.

orm Ministries for shelter, support and hope.
True change takes a commitment and a lot of determination and discipline from the person required to make it. Maybe she will be
cated
in Sun Prairie, we provide a “hand up,” not
ready in a few months, or another year, or maybe she will never be ready to get psychological help, or maintain sobriety, or stay in
hand
out”
working
create
a
school, orby
keep
a regular with
job, orour
dealclients
with the to
issues
that caused
her homelessness in the first place? The point is that we were there
th toand
independence
through
mentoring,
are there when they are ready. We meet people where they are at, and give them several chances while we work with them to
make
the changes
they choose
for themselves….sometimes
they just aren’t in a place where they have the capacity for it yet, and we
even
more
homeless
families,
the need has
have a long wait list of people who are asking for an opportunity to be given that chance.

There is a story that I tell to all of my volunteers who work with people who are experiencing homelessness… it may be familiar to you.

with food, shelter, and other “things” will not get
One day there was a man walking along the beach and he noticed a boy picking something up and gently throwing into the ocean.
ry for
people experiencing homelessness, which
Approaching the boy, he asked, “What are you doing?” The boy replied, “I’m throwing starfish back into the water, the surf is up, and the
e inside
out. We believe that true healing only
tide is out and if I don’t throw them back, they will die.” “Son”, the man said “Don’t you realize there are miles and miles of beach and
e never
forced
on ourYouclients.
hundreds
of starfish?
can’t make a difference.” The boy listened politely and then bent down and picked up another starfish and threw
it back into the surf as far as he could. Then smiling at the man, he said “I made a difference for that one”.

t? The
offered
fund and
is for
every $1in any poverty program make a difference to
We can,
in our matching
work at the shelter
as volunteers
someone… we
all2020
have our
ownDecember
“starfish stories”
m November
15,
until
31,after doing this work. It’s important not to lose sight of
those
who
we
have
been
able
to
help
in
our
program96% of the families who have entered our programs
milies who need help.
since I have been here in March of 2019 are the starfish stories who were able to move out on their own
and obtain and maintain housing. That’s a good number!

with a one-time gift or become a Faith Builder, a
ash When
donation
to: was on vacation this past week, to visit my parents in Florida, I went into one of those
my family

ec.

“Shell” shops and bought over a dozen starfish. For staff, board members and a few other key volunteers
who work with us to remind them of this story… we cannot help everyone who is experiencing
31,
2020
homelessness, but we can make a HUGE, life-changing difference for many. Never stop trying to make a
difference; you never know how God will use and multiply your efforts, and when it will matter for
someone.

g/donate

Scripture of the Month by Pastor Tonia:

@shelterfromthestormministries.com
sftsm_sp
SFTSMinistriesInc
608-478-4465
Shelter from the Storm Ministries, Inc.
PO Box 152
Sun Prairie, WI 53590

Isaiah 53:10-11 (NIV)
10 But it was the Lord’s good plan to crush him and cause
him grief.
Yet when his life is made an offering for sin,
he will have many descendants.
He will enjoy a long life, and the Lord’s good plan
will prosper in his hands.
11 When he sees all that is accomplished
by his anguish he will be satisfied.
And because of his experience,
my righteous servant will make it possible
for many to be counted righteous,
for he will bear all their sins.

