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Match the Match a Success!
By Pastor Kent Van Horn
We are very excited to share with you that we raised $152,609 in our
Match the Match end of the Year fundraising campaign. Let us Praise
the Lord together!
In November, eleven donors came together to offer $65,000 in
match funds to encourage other donations before the end of 2021
including; the Meester Family Foundation, Prairie Lakes Ltd., A+
Storage, Mark & Kerri Kane, Mike & Sherri Collins and others who
wished to remain anonymous. With this generous start, we put the
challenge out to donate another $65,000 by December 31. And
people responded! Through 211 individual donors, 56 of who were
new donors, $87,900 was raised over 6 weeks to bring our total for
the campaign to $152,609. This the highest end of year total ever!
With these contributions our team will be able to continue to provide
a safe home for single moms and children while we work to
empower their moms to gain employment and stable housing. That
is a great way to start the year! If you would like to join our current
group of individuals, businesses and churches as a monthly donor,
please visit https://sftsm.org/donate.
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Scripture of the MONTH

God has not given us
a spirit of fear, but of
power and love and
of sound mind.
1 Timothy 1:7
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Tracy Chase has been volunteering for Shelter From The
Storm,Inc. by assisting board member and volunteer accountant
Jane Nehmer. She posts donations to our accounting software ,
and also helps with e-mail, direct mail, thank yous and has been
doing so humbly and quietly behind the scenes for the past two
years. We just wanted to take a moment this month to say"Thank you Tracy!" we appreciate you!!!
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HOME

By Gynel Orr, Opportunity Coach

A recent former resident said the first thing that touched her when she came to Shelter From The
Storm Ministries was the sign “Welcome Home” (with her name and her son’s name) on the door to
their suite. That’s when she knew they were in a safe place.
They had been living in a damp dark basement, or hiding out as she states, only knowing
uncertainty, anxiety and depression. She said coming to a place like the shelter was overwhelming,
but in a good way, because everything was the opposite of what they knew and breaking
generational poverty and trauma is not easy. Feeling loved and supported and encouraged created
hope that their lives could be different.
She shared that listening and observing the different personalities in the shelter allowed her to see
many perspectives and learn that everyone has issues and deals with things differently. Sometimes
she agreed and stored information about a circumstance and other times she disagreed and learned
that was acceptable also. She found the courage to set boundaries with family and friends.
Determined to make changes and earn a place of their own, she enrolled in a class and quickly
became the leader per her instructor, earning her multiple interviews and a career oriented position in
the medical field. She opened bank accounts, increased her credit score, completed a rent smart
program, made a Last Will & Testament to protect her son, participated in counseling, had an eviction
from a domestic violence situation removed from her record and even cleared an old traffic ticket.
Then she found a great apartment near her son’s school and created their fresh start in a safe and
happy place.
She related that getting encouragement and support and continual affirmations that she could
accomplish anything removed barriers to her confidence and continue to be reminders to eliminate
lingering self-doubts. Car repairs, gas cards, and gifts were bonuses at the shelter but she will
always treasure and hoard the feelings of love, support and direction that changed her forever.
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Since the end of March 2021, we have been providing
Employment and Education focused case management and
support to the community of Sun Prairie, and the surrounding
rural areas of Dane County who are at 80% or below the
median income of the area. Many thanks to the Sun Prairie
Public Library, for allowing us to run this beneficial program
out of their study rooms to make sure everyone could gain
access to our services, without compromising the location and
privacy of our Transitional Shelter house. 63 Households have
been assisted with employment education and transportation
for stable and sustainable employment.

40,528 Bed Nights
provided to single mothers
and their children since we
opened our doors in 2017.

DONATE A CAR
Car Donations have forever changed the lives of fourteen families! The last car that was donated
went to a mom with five children - one can only imagine the difficulty of scheduling rides for every
aspect of life for six people without transportation. Owning a car is such a blessing.
MOTORS FOR MOMS was created in 2019 as a car ministry to help moms at Shelter From The Storm
Ministries with transportation and car repairs, driver education classes to get a driver’s license,
tickets and fines barriers to regain a valid driver’s license, and initial car insurance premiums. This
program is essential to providing safe reliable transportation for moms so they can do everyday
errands and pursue education and employment opportunities to increase their earning potential and
enrich the lives of their families.
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Anyone can donate a vehicle as a tax-deductible donation. Call or email Gynel Orr @ 608-476-4465,
gynel.orr@sftsm.org, or Tami Fleming @ 608-445-7067, tami.fleming@sftsm.org. Drop off the car at
Christian Brothers Automotive located at 2420 Ironwood Drive in
Sun Prairie. Gynel or Tami will meet you to receive the title and give
you a tax deduction receipt for your in-kind donation.
Your donation will make a difference, one family at a time.

MOTORS 4

Christian Brothers Automotive
in Sun Prairie has generously adopted this program. Owners Jeff and Pam
Van Sant and their team have provided and maintained safe transportation for 26 moms and 64 kids!

Our hardworking
shelter staff...
Tami Fleming

Ways to contact us...
@shelterfromthestormministries.com

sftsm_sp

Executive Director

tami.fleming@sftsm.org
608.445.7067

SFTSMinistriesInc
608-478-4465

Kelly Knutowski
Case Manager

kelly.knutowski@sftsm.org
608.843.7666

Not picturedRaquel Okwonoko
&
Carla Olson

Shelter from the Storm Ministries, Inc.
PO Box 152
Sun Prairie, WI 53590

Pastor Tonia Strode
House Manager
Volunteer Coordinator

tonia.strode@sftsm.org
314.265.7756

Weekend Night
Managers

Gynel Orr

Pastor Kent Van Horn

Opportunity Coach

Development Coordinator

Motors for Moms Coordinator

kent.vanhorn@sftsm.org
608.535.0067

gynel.orr@sftsm.org
815.289.3632

Join our faithful prayer team...
Brittany Marshall
Prayer Team Lead
brittanymarshall2001@yahoo.com
608.658.6017

Team includes: Angela Ackley, Pastor Hope Bennett, Linda Flint, Diane
Peters & Cynthia Whitaker

If you are interested in praying biweekly via ZOOM for the shelter
with the prayer team, please contact Brittany Marshall.

Prayer

REQUEST

"Be anxious for nothing, but in everything by prayer and
supplication, with thanksgiving, let your requests be known
unto God." Phillippians 4:6

In the past weeks, we have had to quarantine at the shelter,
due to four families coming back from visiting extended family
over Christmas having been exposed to Covid-19. Please pray
for their safety, protection and health as the next few months
of this spike in Covid numbers continues to play out. We have
children in our shelter from several different schools and
some people with serious co-morbidities as well.
Thank you in advance for your faithful support!

By Gynel Orr, Opportunity Coacht
SHOW MORE LOVE is the motto for Felicia’s Donation Closet,
a local non-profit founded by Felicia Raye Diny to furnish
apartments for the families that move out of Shelter From The
Storm Ministries. Felicia and her team of dedicated friends
and volunteers have completely furnished apartments for 22
moms and 54 children with everything from couches, tables
and chairs, lamps, beds, mattresses, cabinets, cribs, strollers,
kitchen and household items, microwaves, televisions, toys,
clothing, bikes, computers, tool kits and more. Felicia and her
crew completely transform a space from sometimes just
blankets and air mattresses on the floor to a really nice
furnished apartment that anyone would be proud to call
home.
There is no cost to the families as everything is donated.
Felicia spends countless hours locating, organizing and
transporting everything for the families. She understands that
the moms are survivors and it takes a lot to start over and
make a safe home for their children. Sharing her generous
spirit and endless energy is Ryan Olson, owner of Olson
Concrete in Madison. Together they are inspiring love and
creating forever memories.

Felicia is currently working toward purchasing a moving truck
and expanding into a second storage unit. If anyone would
like to get involved with Felicia’s Donation Closet and SHOW
MORE LOVE, please consider contributing toward the truck
and storage unit, donating slightly used furniture and
household items and/or volunteering to load and unload a
truck on a family’s moving day.
https://feliciasdonationcloset.com

