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The Healing Power of Prayer
Tami Fleming, Executive Director
I love this picture. This is a photo of three of our moms in the house
and our House Manager, Pastor Tonia joining hands in prayer after
discussing things that were difficult and stressful in their lives.
Praying together and putting those worries out there and asking for
God 's help and guidance is so important to us all. In our house most
of our moms are raising children on their own without much or in
most cases, any interaction with their children's fathers. We are
constantly praying and talking about God being a faithful Father
who is always watching over us and ready to listen to our prayers at
any time. We also love the way that over the years, different
groups of women in the house bond and support each other, inside
the house and after leaving. Praying for and with each other is an
amazing way to share those concerns with your peers as well as
with God. I believe that the women who are in the house at the
same time is a part of His perfect plan to show love and support to
our moms through each other, and to have the opportunity to learn
more about God and His love for each of them.
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Scripture of the MONTH

Psalm 71
1 "I have found shelter in You, Eternal
One; I count on You to shield me
always from humiliation and disgrace.
2 Rescue and save me in Your justice.
Turn Your ear to me, and hurry to
deliver me from my enemies.
3 Be my rock of refuge where I can
always hide.You have given the order
to keep me safe; You are my solid
ground—my rock and my fortress."

This hardworking volunteer at the front desk is
Kathryn, and she is new this month! She called
and talked to Tami, and was working at the front
desk only a week later. We are so grateful to
Kathryn for sharing her talents and time to help
us on our mission, and all of our volunteers! If
you are interested, there is a volunteer form on
our website at www.sftsm.org/volunteer, or, if
it's easier for you- call Tami at 608.445.7067
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HOME

By Tami Fleming, Executive Director

It wasn't like she thought it would be, she felt completely alone...*Jesse looked into the back seat
of her late model, sometimes-working car at her one-year- old son and knew this was not a good
situation to be in- HOMELESS in Wisconsin, during the wintertime. She went to the Beacon,
Homeless Day Center in Madison to connect with some help, as she was turned away from an overfull family shelter again that night. It was scary leaving her relatives behind, but she knew if she
stayed, they would have no chance at any kind of future. One of the Beacon Staff told her about
Shelter From The Storm Ministries, and it sounded like the exact thing she had prayed for.
A few days later she interviewed with the staff at SFTSM and because she only had her car for
them to sleep in, the staff at SFTSM expedited her move into shelter and by that Friday she and her
son were in their own family room with a private bathroom, kitchenette and a door that locked.
Jesse met right away with staff to plan out possible trainings and certifications she could get to
make her more employable, and for childcare for her son while she trained and worked part-time to
start saving money.
As she worked, it became apparent that there were a lot of things she needed to deal with
because of past trauma, and learned behaviors that would not help her succeed. She worked with
our on-site therapist, Brittany and she had Pastor Tonia living in the house who helped her stay
accountable and encouraged her and prayed with her to overcome the things she was struggling
with.
Now she is in a very healthy place spiritually, mentally, and financially with a stable job and she
is ready to move out on her own and applying for apartments in the area of her work. She has her
support team at SFTSM, and the friends she made while living here as well as a church family and
the knowledge of a faithful and loving God to walk with her through the tough times going forward.
She also knows she will never be alone again, and she never really was.
*Resident's name has been changed to protect anonymity

Prayer
REQUESTS
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SHELTER BED

"Be anxious for nothing, but in
everything by prayer and supplication,
with thanksgiving, let your requests be
known unto God." Phillippians 4:6

1. Pray for the health and safety of our staff, volunteers
and resident families. Living and working in a congregate
setting can be concerning in a post-Covid-19 world.
2. Pray for our Pregnant Mama due in the first part of
March... but we all think she will deliver early... pray for her
health and energy, and for a safe and healthy delivery of
her much anticipated baby girl.
3. Pray for our finances, as we are almost completely donor
supported, we are always praying that God brings in what is
needed to run the shelter from one month to the next.

As of February 1, 2022 we have

1,634 days and have
provided 40,528 Bed Nights to

been open

single mothers and their children
since we opened our doors in 2017.

THANK YOU!
THANK YOU!
THANK YOU!

Pam & Jeff Van Sant
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Christian Brothers Automotive is located at
2420 Ironwood Drive Sun Prairie, WI 53590
(608) 478-0807 website https://www.cbac.com/sun-prairie/

MOTORS 4

We say thank you to all of the generous people who have worked so hard to help our Motors
4 Moms program get off of the ground by donating their vehicle, by giving time and
mechanical skill, by designated giving to help our resident moms gain access to driver's
education, or by helping provide a vehicle that is road safe so they have many more
opportunities for employment and education.
Jeff and Pam Van Sant from Christian Brother's Automotive in Sun Prairie have
generously done all three of these things, and Jeff has been able to see these young families
go from the worries of an unreliable vehicle and threat to stable employment to driving and
thriving with wheels that work so they can. The VanSants have sold their CBA franchise and
will be leaving the business this month and we are incredibly happy for them and grateful to
them for all of the generosity they have shown our SFTSM families since the Motors 4 Moms
first vehicle was sent in for repairs.
Please continue to support this wonderful local business, and
join us in praying for this wonderful couple as they embark on
their next adventure in life. We will miss you guys!!!
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IRA DISTRIBUTIONS MADE EASY

Did you know that if you are age 72 or older,
the IRS allows you to make a Qualified
Charitable Distribution (QCD) from your IRA,
SEP IRA or Simple IRA. A QCD is a transfer
of funds directly to a qualified charity, such
as Shelter From The Storm Ministries, Inc.?
If you take a Required Minimum
Distribution (RMD) from your IRA(s), amounts
contributed can be counted toward
satisfying this distribution. You can make
additional QCDs from your IRA once you
have satisfied your RMD or if you are not
required to make a RMD. In each case, they
are non-taxable events.
QCDs may be appealing if you do not
itemize deductions on your tax return. QCDs
are easily used and are available from most
financial institutions that are custodians for
IRA accounts. The transfer process is easy
and quick. You indicate the charity and the
amount and the financial institution writes the
check and sends it either directly to the
charity or to you for personal giving.
Paperwork required is minimal. You keep a list
of the charities and amounts given to be used
in filing next year’s taxes. many, it is as simple
as that. If you are not sure of the process, it
may be useful to consult with your tax or
financial advisor for clarification.
You can also contact Shelter From The Storm
Ministry's Financial Director, Jane Nehmer at
Jane.Nehmer.SFTSM@gmail.com or call her
at 608-335-6336.

Ways to contact us...
@shelterfromthestormministries.com

sftsm_sp

SFTSMinistriesInc
608-478-4465
Shelter from the Storm Ministries, Inc.
PO Box 152
Sun Prairie, WI 53590
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ChurPARTNERS

Many thanks to the churches that provide support for our efforts with
volunteers, resources and financial support. This month we would like to
highlight those congregations that provide monthly financial support to
our ministry:

Focus Church
Living Water Church
City Church
Bethlehem Lutheran Church
Harvest Church-DeForest
JAMES 1:27

"RELIGION THAT GOD OUR FATHER ACCEPTS AS PURE AND

FAULTLESS IS THIS: TO LOOK AFTER ORPHANS AND WIDOWS IN THEIR DISTRESS
AND TO KEEP ONESELF FROM BEING POLLUTED BY THE WORLD."

Think your church may like to get involved? Contact our
Development Coordinator Pastor Kent VanHorn at 608.535.0067
Kent.VanHorn@SFTSM.org

Prayer Warriors- Please consider joining our faithful prayer team...
Contact Brittany Marshall
Prayer Team Lead
brittanymarshall2001@yahoo.com 608.658.6017

Team meets remotely and prays over specific requests for the shelter
staff, volunteers, Board members, residents and their children-as well as
direction for SFTSM and our finances.

If you are interested in praying biweekly via ZOOM for the shelter with
the prayer team, please contact Brittany Marshall.

